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Note Well

A book for teachers, educators and artists. Ideas, activities, 
discussions and suggested ways to creatively explore the 
Tate collection, building and exhibitions.

Nota bene (pronounced /’noʊta ’bɛnɛ/; alternate pronunciations /’noʊtə beɪni, 
’bɛni, ’bini/; plural form notate bene) is an Italian and Latin phrase meaning 
‘note well’. The phrase first appeared in writing circa 1721. 

Often abbreviated as ‘N.B.’, nota bene comes from the Latin roots notare (‘to 
note’) and bene (‘well’). It is in the singular imperative mood, instructing one 
individual to note well the matter at hand. In present-day English it is used, 
particularly in legal papers, to draw the attention of the reader to a certain 
(side) aspect or detail of the subject on hand, translating it as ‘pay attention’  
or ‘take notice’. While ‘N.B.’ is often used in academic writing, ‘note’ is a 
common substitute.

Deliberately unstructured, this resource is designed to act as a collection of 
prompts to inspire ideas for working with a group visiting the gallery. You are 
invited to dip in and out of the activities and thoughts, before, during and after 
your visit, developing and adapting them to suit your particular group. 

The activities are intended to recognise and allow space for your own interests, 
expertise and knowledge, inviting you to explore Tate in a diversity of ways.

N.B. On a number of pages we have included suggestions for how you might use or extend these ideas.

Footnotes indicate artists whose practice relates to the activities. Some of the artists listed may be on  
display at the time of your visit.



N.B. Make a scribble on the first page of a sketchbook to encourage you to be less precious about your work.



N.B. Use long strips of paper, perhaps a receipt roll, along a corridor. Or cover the space you choose with 
paper on the floor and try this out as a whole group, aiming to fill the paper in ten minutes.

Fiona Banner 
Jenny Holzer 
Bob and Roberta Smith

Miroslaw Balka 
Ronnie Horn 
George Shaw



N.B. Record this activity in different ways by photographing, sketching or filming the objects in situ.  
Record them both with and without an audience. If they get moved record them again.

Tony Cragg 
Ian Kiaer 
Lamia Joreige 

Cathy Wilkes



N.B. Use plasticine to explore this list, consider its material qualities and functions. Reconsider it.  
Make this list with a different material.

Eva Hesse 
Bruce Nauman



Gregor Schneider 
Richard Serra



N.B. This activity can be adapted according to how much time you have. You might repeat your actions over 
the course of a lesson, a day, a week, a month or even a term. Do your marks change, can you replicate a 
gesture? If you record using a video camera you could edit the results together to animate the sequence into 
a short film.

Allan Kaprow 
Victor Pasmore 
Yvonne Rainer

Francis Alÿs  
Richard Long  
Robert Morris



Vito Acconci Alexander Calder  
Janet Cardiff 
Richard Tuttle 



N.B. Consider the different methods you could use to record this activity; you could use notebooks, include times 
and dates, use a camera or a voice recorder. How would you then display this information for an audience?

Ian Breakwell  
Thomas Struth

Louise Bourgeois 
Sophie Calle 
Douglas Huebler



Boyle Family 
Bridget Riley



N.B. When you have completed this activity try having a balloon debate. Imagine one artwork needs to  
be removed from the Tate balloon in order to keep it in the air. Everyone must argue for why their chosen 
artwork should be jettisoned. Which artwork will be thrown out of the balloon?

Martin Creed 
Ceal Floyer

Carl Andre 
Turner Prize



N.B. Consider ways in which meaning gets changed e.g. by time, context or interpretation.  
Pass a sentence along a line using Chinese Whispers. What is the result?



Jean Arp 
Peter Blake 
Kurt Schwitters

Marina Abromowic 
Trisha Brown 
Roman Ondeck 

John Wood and Paul Harrison



Barbara Hepworth 
Carsten Höller

N.B. Explore the negative space in your setting before you come to the gallery. Experiment with filling spaces 
with different materials. Can the same materials fill both big and small spaces? Find different spaces and use 
your bodies to inhabit them. Record negative space by sketching or using photography. In the gallery work 
together to try and fill a space. Use your voices.

Paola Pivi 
Rachel Whiteread



N.B. Use this drawing as a starting point. Whose drawing is it now? How does the drawing differ to other 
drawings in your sketchbook?

Jean-Michel Basquiat



N.B. This activity can be done in a variety of locations, think big! A corridor, a sports hall or outside. 
Photograph your drawing from different perspectives. When the artwork has gone, exhibit the photographs. 
Are they now the artwork?

Patrick Caulfield 
Jim Lambie 
Piet Mondrian

N.B. Ask the group to collect things that share a particular quality, such as colour, material or function.  
What are their differences, what are their similarities? Thinking about how curators make decisions,  
arrange and display according to different criteria such as scale or importance.

Marcel Duchamp 
Cildo Meireles 
Robert Ryman



Richard Deacon 
Richard Long 
Doris Salcedo

Igor and Svetlana Kopystiansky  
Gabriel Orozco



Andre Cadere 
Duveen Galleries 
Turbine Hall 

Mike Nelson 
Mark Wallinger 
Fishli and Weiss

Marisa Mertz 
Robert Therrien 
The Wrong Gallery





Tehching Hsieh 
Linda Montano 
Franz West

 

Naum Gabo 
Carlos Garaicoa Gelitin 
Helio Oiticica 

Andy Warhol



N.B. Use painting to investigate these instructions. Consider the diversity of media and techniques used  
by artists. Explore processes and inspirations.

Frank Auerbach  
David Batchelor  
Jean Dubuffet  

Felix Gonzalas  
Gary Hume 
Donald Judd 

Franz Kline 
Susumu Koshimizu 
Leon Kossoff 

Piero Manzoni  
Robert Morris 
Paul Neagu



Lucio Fontana



N.B. Use a postcard, a drawing or a photograph to take an artwork home. How does scale and context  
affect your reading of it? Try photocopying, projecting or drawing using a grid to change the scale. 

Ron Mueck 
Claes Oldenburg

http://tdc-javanet/servlet/ArtistWorks?cgroupid=999999961&artistid=1713&page=1


Joseph Cornell 
Abraham Cruzvillegas 
Mark Dion 

Susan Hiller



This book was devised by artist Abigail Hunt in collaboration with Schools and Teachers,  
Tate London Learning. Design and production by Tate Design Studio. 




